

Changes in PHD in Linguistics

We are abolishing the foreign language requirement.  All of the text regarding this requirement will be removed from the program requirements (both catalog and PhD policy).  This is an outdated requirement from an earlier era.  It imposes an additional requirement on students whose native language is English over those required of other students.  This requirement is merely getting in the way of one or two students finishing their degree while not accomplishing anything.  All PhD students will have been required by their undergraduate institutions to study foreign languages.  The faculty will address knowledge of other languages and linguistic diversity through the curriculum that all students must follow. 
In addition, we are also clarifying in the PhD Policy (attached) how students will be evaluated in the basic courses, and what the remedy will be if their performance is unsatisfactory.  We are also making a change to allow students who are working in laboratories to get independent study credit for some of the time they spend training in the lab.
We are also correcting some mistakes in the catalog.  This degree is just "Linguistics," not "Linguistics and Cognitive Science."  The catalog is also being made comparable to the PhD policy document.
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