University of Delaware

School of Nursing

Resolution

WHEREAS, the School of Nursing (SON) in the College of Health Sciences has offered for over 20 years a successful accelerated BSN program for students with non-nursing baccalaureate degrees to pass the National Council Licensure Examination (NCLEX) and enter into nursing practice as Registered Nurses;
WHEREAS, the Direct Entry MSN program (DEM), designed for students with a non-nursing baccalaureate degree, offers the professional with education in another field a direct way into graduate nursing studies without earning a BSN degree and prepares graduates for entry level practice as a Registered Nurse in two years.
WHEREAS the preparation of Registered Nurses through advanced nursing education responds to the Institute of Medicine’s recommendation in the Future of Nursing Report to ensure a well-educated diverse nursing workforce to advance the nation’s health by meeting the needs of populations and facilitating seamless academic progression;
WHEREAS, allowing experienced professionals from other professions easier access to nursing education means that more highly educated nurses will be able to enter the workforce that has been affected by the continuing nursing shortage;
WHEREAS, there are approximately 70 DEM programs nationwide with two in Maryland and Pennsylvania and none in Delaware; 

THEREFORE, this program will meet the urgent need for highly educated nurses who are prepared to enter the complex health care system and influence positive health outcomes for patients, families, and populations;
WHEREAS, the proposed Direct Entry MSN is in keeping with the University of Delaware’s Path to Prominence TM milestones of becoming a Premier Research and Graduate University with robust programs of graduate research and education and contributes to the compendium of graduate programs in the College of Health Sciences.  
WHEREAS, the undergraduate programs and DNP and master’s programs provide a majority of all the courses and administrative framework for such a degree, and
WHEREAS, the Direct Entry MSN program prepares graduates to seamlessly transition to the Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) or the PhD in Nursing Science programs at the University of Delaware. 

RESOLVED, that the School of Nursing Faculty within the College of Health Services supports the provisional establishment, for five years, of a new program leading to the to the Master’s in Nursing: Direct Entry Masters in Nursing, effective October, 2017.
